LESSON )

INTRODUCTION

oving is easy... as long as no one hurts you. As long as everyone agrees,
as long as there are no conflicts, as long as no one asks more of you than
you can give. But when life becomes real with disagreements, tension,
wounds, and expectations that’s when love reveals what it actually is.

The Bible never describes the church as a perfect place. It describes it as a
community of people just as broken as you and me, trying to learn how to love
beyond their limits. A place where God works among people who fail, people who
try, people who grow, people who fall and rise again.

The church is not a museum of saints. It’s an open workshop where God shapes
ordinary lives with a patience the world can’t understand. Because real love isn’t
proven in theory it’s proven in community.

In this lesson, we will discover that belonging to the church is not a luxury nor a
cold obligation: it is a privilege and a responsibility that changes our lives and the
lives of those around us.
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LETS EXPLLORE THE BIBLE

A. The church as the body of Christ

The Bible presents the church as a body where Christ is the head
and every believer is a necessary member (1 Corinthians 12:27,
NKIJV). This means there are no “independent” Christians: we
are all part of a living organism, united in one Spirit and purpose.

B. The church as a spiritual family

“So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints, and members of the household of God”
(Ephesians 2:19, NKJV). In the church, we find support, encou-
ragement, and spiritual guidance. We are a family where faith is
shared, burdens are carried, and we grow together.

C. The mission of the church

Jesus entrusted His church with a clear task: “Go and make disci-
ples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19-20, NKJV). It is not a social
club, but a community in motion.

The church exists to worship God, build up its members, and bring
the gospel to the world.

D. Commitment to the church

The early Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts
2:42, NKJV). Being part of the church involve commitment: par-
ticipating, serving, supporting, and living in unity.
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RS REFILLECT ON A FEW POINTS

1. What does it mean for you to be part of the body of Christ?

2. In what ways can the church be a family for you in daily life?

3. How do you participate in the mission Christ entrusted to His church?

community?

4. What steps can you take to strengthen your commitment to your faith

PERSONAL DECISION

Today I choose to be an active part of God’s family, not just attending, but participating with my gifts and ta-

lents in the mission Christ gave to His church.

PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR THIS LESSON

How can I know which is the right church if there are
so many denominations?

Jesus anticipated this confusion and said: “Therefore by
their fruits you will know them” (Matthew 7:20, NKJV).
It is not enough for a church to say “we have the truth”:
its fruits, its doctrine, its testimony, and its mission,
must reflect Christ. The true church is distinguished
because it remains faithful to the Word of God, keeps
His commandments, and has the testimony of Jesus
(Revelation 12:17, NKJV).

Everyone has the same Bible, but they teach different
things... why?

The difference lies in interpretation. Some use the Bible to
support human traditions or personal interests; others read
it partially. The church that follows Christ must interpret

Scripture in its entirety, in its context, and let it be the
supreme authority above customs or cultural trends.

Is it enough to say, ““I follow Christ, I don’t need church’?

No. Jesus Himself established the church (Matthew
16:18) and sent His disciples in community. The church is
the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23, NKJV). To say we
follow Christ without His church is like saying we love
the head, but we don’t want the body.

What if the church has imperfect people?

The Bible never presents the church as a place of perfect
people, but as a hospital for sinners in the process of
healing. The difference is that Christ is in the midst of
His people. The question is not whether the members are
perfect, but whether the church is seeking to be faithful to
Jesus and His mission.
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DID YOU KNOW..?

Throughout history, thousands of denominations have
arisen calling themselves Christian, but not all remain
faithful to the biblical model. Jesus Himself warned
that there would be deceptions and divisions, but also
promised that He would have a faithful people who
keep His commandments and proclaim the gospel to

the world (Revelation 12:17; 14:12, NKJV).

KEY [EXT
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AND EACH ONE OF YOU
IS A PART OF IT"

(1 Corinthians 12:27, NKIV)

IMPORTANT 'T'TP

The true church is not measured by popularity
or numbers, but by faithfulness to Christ and His
Word. Seek the church where the Bible is central,
where Jesus is exalted as Savior and Lord, and
where the mission is to share His love with the

world. Ask God to guide and enlighten you
and to lead you to the truth through His Word,
remembering that God is the living hope.
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IFINAL T'TP

In 1984, a Swiss cyclist won a demanding mountain competition after training alone. When
asked why he was not part of a professional team, he replied: “I don’t like commitments.” A
year later, he abandoned cycling: without support, without teammates, and without guidance,
he could not endure.

The Christian life is similar. God did not design it to be lived in solitude or isolation. He places
us within a spiritual family called the church, where we find encouragement, correction, help,
and a place to grow. There we learn to walk together, to support one another, and to fulfill a
mission greater than we could ever achieve alone.

The church is not a human invention, nor just another voluntary association. It is the body of
Christ on earth, the family of God, and the means He chose to bring hope to the world.

The church it is the body
of Christ on earth, the
family of God, and the

means He chose to bring
hope to the world.

CONCLUSION

If you’re looking for perfection, you’ll be disappointed. But if you’re
looking for a real path an imperfect one filled with grace the church is
where God shapes character, not in the best, but in the willing. There, love
becomes practice. It becomes patience. It becomes forgiveness. It becomes
transformation.

And when you choose to step in not as a spectator, but as part of it you find
that God doesn’t just change the community... He changes you. Because
the place where love gets tested is the same place where God teaches you
to love for real.
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EVALUATE YOUR LEARNING

1. According to the lesson, what is the church? (Check only one correct
answer)

a) A building where believers gather

b) A voluntary association created by human beings

¢) The body of Christ and the family of God on earth

d) An optional institution for those who wish to participate

2. Which of the following is NOT part of the main purpose of the church
according to the lesson? (Check only one correct answer)

a) To worship and glorify God

b) To build up and care for believers

¢) To proclaim the gospel to the world

d) To ensure personal comfort and the absence of conflict

3. Matching questions: Match each concept with its correct description

Church 1. Is strengthened and grows when
et i lived together with other believers

2. A project established by Christ,
not a human invention

b. Mission of the church

3. To continue the work of Jesus in
the world

4. A space where believers encourage
d. Faith in community one another, care for one another, and
grow together

WHAL MOST CAUGHT YOUR
AI'TENTION IN THIS LLESSON

c. Christian community

Do you want to know more about this lesson?

We want to accompany you every step of the way on your spiritual journey,
not just through knowledge. By scanning the QR code below, you will access

the video lesson for Lesson 9 and discover a comprehensive space designed
to address your questions, strengthen your learning, and connect us in prayer.
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